Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn of Dedication # 402
“Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”
*Blessing and Dismissal

*Postlude

Scatter to Serve God & Neighbor
Welcome to all! We gather to praise God for the innumerable blessings given

to us and to grow deeper in the Spirit. Joyfully, let us lift our hearts to God.
Children and Their Safety are Important at Chestnut Hill UMC

We rejoice that as a church we are able to offer carefully planned, age appropriate care and activities for our children and youth.
Today, children ages 6 and above will stay in the sanctuary for worship.
The Nursery for infants up to age 6 is located in Classroom 101 (exit through the right side door at the front of the sanctuary, pass through “the Commons,” go through the double doors to the Education Building and follow the hallway to the 

Nursery at the end of the hall on the left).
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7:00 p.m. ~ February 26, 2020 ~ Ash Wednesday
Our ministry vision for the Virginia Annual Conference is “to be disciples of Jesus Christ who are lifelong learners, who influence others to serve.” 

Welcome! Join us in worshiping God!
Welcome and Ministry Announcements

Welcome in the name of Christ our Lord. Please register your attendance, 
printing your name, address, phone, and email, when the pew pad is passed to you.

Thank you for silencing cell phones as we gather to worship God.

Invocation



Prelude



        “O Master Let Me Walk With Thee”



  arr. Ellson
Call to Worship

Come, let all who would follow Christ gather this day and repent. 

Let us weigh the goals in our lives and know our innermost hearts. 
The Lord has called us to be true and in all things to be faithful. 

Then let us set our hearts upon the ways of the Lord. 
And let our hearts be filled with joy for God's redeeming grace.

Give thanks to the giver; welcome the gift.
*Singing Our Faith # 395
 “Take Time to Be Holy”
Congregational Prayer

O God, Maker of everything and judge of all that you have made, from the dust of the earth you have formed us and from the dust of death you would raise us up. By the redemptive power of the cross, create in us clean hearts and put within us a new spirit, that we may repent of our sins and lead lives worthy of your calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Illumination






    Frances Unruh
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen.
New Testament Lesson

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 (MSG)
    Frances Unruh
Gospel Lesson


    Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 (MSG)
    Frances Unruh
The Word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God.

Singing Our Faith # 496


   “Sweet Hour of Prayer”
The Good News





     “U-Turns”
Anthem



Invitation to the Observance of Lenten Discipline
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: . .


I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church,


to observe a holy Lent:


by self–examination and repentance;


by prayer, fasting, and self–denial; and by reading and meditating on
  God's Holy Word.

To make a right beginning of repentance,


and as a mark of our mortal nature,


let us now bow before our Creator and Redeemer.
A brief silence is kept, the congregation bowed.
THANKSGIVING OVER THE ASHES
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.

Grant that these ashes may be to us a sign of our mortality and penitence,


so that we may remember that only by your gracious gift

  
are we given everlasting life;

Imposition of Ashes
Repent, and believe the gospel.

Confession and Pardon
May the almighty and merciful God,


who desires not the death of a sinner

  
but that we turn from wickedness and live,

accept your repentance, forgive your sins,


and restore you by the Holy Spirit to newness of life. 


And as Jesus taught us, when we pray, “Pray then this way:”












